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Inspired by Light

The Kunstmuseum Bern is showing, together with the Bindner Kunstmuseum Chur,

a retrospective of Giovanni Giacometti’s painted works. This artist produced paintings
that emanate a powerful coloristic force. Around a hundred works of outstanding
quality were carefully selected for the exhibition, revealing his brilliant artistic
stature.

The focus of this exhibition is Giovanni Giacometti’'s (1868-1933) treatment of light. Be it
luminous daylight, obscure twilight, or the dark of night broken by the radiance of the moon or
the artificial glow of lanterns or lamps — light is constantly a constitutive element in the
compositions of this artist. In some of his letters he mentioned the pivotal significance that it
had for his painting. He wrote that his aim was to “penetrate the essence of coloured light”, and
he stated that “the fight to capture light” was purely and simply “the driving force” behind his
work. Giacometti strived to render changing light conditions and intensify the impact of light
and colour by means of juxtaposing brushstrokes or dabs of pure, often complementary colours.
His artistic goal was ruled by the deep conviction that “for the painter everything exists by
virtue of light”.

Bathed in Glittering Light

Giacometti succeeded repeatedly in capturing the magnificent atmosphere pervading the alpine
world and created artworks that impress with their brilliant coloristic force. He fascinates his
viewers by bathing the mountains and landscape panoramas of Bergell and Maloja — where he
had his summer studio — in glittering light. Besides landscapes, the exhibition also shows
admirable portraits of his family — evidencing blissful family life in Bergell — and of [well-known]
people who were close to him.

A Painter of International Stature

Giovanni Giacometti made a significant contribution to innovation in early 20th-century Swiss
painting. In 1891 after having studied in Munich and Paris, Giovanni Giacometti returned to
Stampa in Bergell where he developed his outstanding style of painting. Becoming acquainted
with Cuno Amiet in Munich, they remained bound by a close, longstanding friendship.
Giacometti was a great admirer of his early mentor Giovanni Segantini, a landscape painter of
alpine scenes. His own artistic reputation was often, undeservedly, overshadowed by that of his
ingenious son, the sculptor Alberto. It is an undisputed fact that Giacometti reigns among the
leading Swiss artists who, between Impressionism, Post-Impressionism, and Fauvism,
assimilated and further developed the fundamental innovations of modernism.

The Series of Great Swiss Artists

After starring Amiet (Cuno Amiet — from Pont Aven to Die Bricke, 2000), Anker (Albert Anker
and Paris, 2003), Felix Valloton (Sunsets, 2004/2005), and Ferdinand Hodler (A Symbolist
Vision, 2008), with this exhibition the Kunstmuseum Bern continues its series of Great Swiss
Artists.
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The Exhibition
Duration
30.10.2009 — 21.02.2010

Opening
Thursday, 29.10.2009, 18h30

Entrance Fee
CHF 16.-/12.-

Curator
Therese Bhattacharya-Stettler

Next station
Bundner Kunstmuseum Chur, Curator: Beat Stutzer: 27.03.— 24.05.2010

Catalogue (in German)

Giovanni Giacometti — Farbe im Licht. Textbeitrage von Viola Radlach, Beat
. Stutzer, Therese Bhattacharya-Stettler, Matthias Frehner. Ca. 140 Abbildungen,

ﬁ»@;‘“ . ca. 220 Seiten. Scheidegger und Spiess, Zrich.
;35‘7} O ISBN-10: 3858812889 . ISBN-13: 978-3858812889
Bl ok Preis: CHF 48.-

GIOVANNI GIAGOMETT)
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Agenda

Offentliche Fuhrungen Sonntag, 11h: 1./8.*/15./22.*%/29. November, 6.*/13./20.*/27.
Dezember, 3./10.*/ 17./31. Januar, 7./ 14.*/21. Februar, (* mit Kinderworkshop ab 10h30)
Dienstag, 19h: 3./10./17./24. November, 1./8. /15./29. Dezember, 5./19. Januar, 2./16.
Februar Visite guidée en francais mardi, 17 novembre, 8 décembre, 19h30; Visita guidata
in italiano martedi, 10 novembre, 19h30

Einfuhrungen fur Lehrpersonen Dienstag, 3. November, 18h und Mittwoch, 4. November, 14h

Literarische Fuhrungen mit Michaela Wendt Dienstag, 10. November, 15. Dezember, 2.
Februar, 18h und Sonntag, 22. November, 13. Dezember, 10. Januar, 13h

Lust auf Kunst am Samstagnachmittag - Spot on: Vom Umgang mit Licht in der Kunst
bei Giovanni Giacometti und anderen Samstag, 5. Dezember, 14h

Giovanni Giacometti korrespondiert - Eine Lesung mit den Schauspielern Armin Kopp
und Jost Nyffeler. Einfuhrung von Viola Radlach Donnerstag, 12. November, 19h

Kurs mit der Volkshochschule: Giovanni Giacometti Mittwoch, 18./25. November, 2./9.
Dezember, 15h

Eberhard W. Kornfeld im Gesprach Donnerstag, 21. Januar 2010, 19h

KUNSTMUSEUM BERN
MUSEE DES BEAUX-ARTS DE BERNE
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS BERNE

HODLERSTRASSE8-12 CH-3000 BERN 7
T+41 313280944 F+41 313280955
INFO@KUNSTMUSEUMBERN.CH WWW.KUNSTMUSEUMBERN.CH 2/2



