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Oscar Wiggli. Body – Space – Sound. A creative output overview in the Kunstmuseum Bern and the Zentrum 
Paul Klee  
February 16 to May 13, 2007 
 

Iron sculptures, music, drawings, photography, film: Sensuality in all genres  
 
Oscar Wiggli is one of the leading Swiss artists of his generation. In almost sixty years of work, the artist has 
created an oeuvre of enormous technical and formal breadth that comprises subtle metal constructions as 
well as monolithic, monumental sculptures. Not only a sculptor, he is also one of the great graphic artists 
and photographers of the 20th century. He explores space and volume with acoustic strategies. He mixes 
sounds, tones and sound systems on computer to create virtual sounding entities which have attracted great 
attention in the avant-garde scene. This overview of works is the first joint exhibition put on by the 
Kunstmuseum Bern and the Zentrum Paul Klee. 
 
Oscar Wiggli’s contribution to iron sculpture, begun in the 1950s, is of international importance. Oscar Wiggli himself 
has said “All my sculptures are women”. The feminine forms in his sculptures are not difficult to recognize. The 
corporeality and sensuality are still characteristic of Wiggli’s forged works today. It is not only as a sculptor in metal 
that Oscar Wiggli has made himself a name: the exhibition title Body – Space – Sound   is indicative of the diversity of 
Oscar Wiggli’s artistic activity as sculptor, draughtsman, graphic artist, photographer and composer of electro-
acoustic music. 
 
Oscar Wiggli researches analogies between the genres that are mutually fertile. For instance, he draws sound 
pictures, the so-called Sound-Lavis. His musical scores are collages from details of pictures of his sculptures or 
fragments of his drawings and photographs. In a figurative sense, Wiggli makes his sculptures ring. In his electro-
acoustic compositions he mixes sounds that arise during forging and other sounds to make virtual bodies of sound.  
Even his early works were characterized by a fundamental musical feeling: vibrant metal sculptures and photographs 
of landscapes full of life, “dancing” metal figures, drawings of tall, slim forms and wavy, vibrating bodies are proof of a 
formal musical principle. Or to put it another way: Wiggli forges tones, draws sounds and uses the sound of hammer 
blows in his compositions. In the last twenty years he has managed to combine his work into a synthesis of art under 
the sign of musical composition. 
 
On the occasion of Oscar Wiggli’s 80th birthday, the Kunstmuseum Bern and the Zentrum Paul Klee are presenting a 
comprehensive overview of all areas of the artist’s creativity. While the Kunstmuseum Bern will be showing Wiggli’s 
sculptures in small and medium format, the large and medium format steel sculptures will be on show in the Zentrum 
Paul Klee in the Sculpture Park Martha Müller and the Museumsstrasse area. These were made between 1987 and 
1994 in the Von Roll Works in Gerlafingen using industrial presses and hydraulic forging hammers. 
 
From / Contact Media Kunstmuseum Bern: Brigit Bucher, brigit.bucher@kunstmuseumbern.ch , 031 328 09 21 
Contact Media Paul Klee Zentrum: Antonietta Salvati, antonietta.salvati@zpk.org ,031 359 01 80 
Pictures: Laura Firschknecht, laura.frischknecht@kunstmuseumbern.ch , 031 329 09 53  
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Opening 
February 15, 2007  

Kunstmuseum Bern 
5pm Exhibition opening 
6pm Introduction: Prof Dr. Schäublin, Dr. Matthias  
         Frehner, Jochen Hesse 
7pm Shuttle bus 

Zentrum Paul Klee 
7.30pm Welcome: Dr. Juri Steiner 
7.40pm Oscar Wiggli presents the  
              composition "Radalvar" 
8pm       Apéro 

 

Length of exhibition  

February 16, 2007 to May 13, 2007 

 

Entrance 
Kunstmuseum Bern 
CHF 14.- / 10.-   

Zentrum Paul Klee 
Free entrance 

 

Catalogue in German / French 
Oscar Wiggli. Body – Space – Sound. Corps – Espace – Son 
Edited by Matthias Frehner and Jochen Hesse. With contributions by Michael Baumgartner, Peter Bratschi, Matthias 
Frehner, Margrit Hahnloser-Ingold, Jochen Hesse, Kjell Keller and François Lachat. Benteli Verlag, Bern and Zurich. 
304 pp., 252 illustrations. ISBN-978-3-7165-1466-5. Swiss Fr. 68.- 
 

Accompanying program 
Kunstmuseum Bern 
Works talk (in German) 
Oscar Wiggli in conversation with Matthias Frehner  
Tuesday, March 20, 2007, 7pm 
 
Public tours (in German) 
Each Tuesday, 7pm 
 
Visite commentée en français 
Mardi, 3 avril 2007, 19h30 
 
Introduction for teachers (in German) 
Tuesday, February 20, 2007, 6pm  
Wednesday, February 21, 2007, 2pm 

Zentrum Paul Klee 
Premiere SIO – KI – RA   
(the audio CD is included in the exhibition 
catalogue) 
Electro-acoustic composition by Oscar 
Wiggli, accompanied by a conversation 
between the artist and Kjell Keller, 
musicologist, on 
Form – Space – Sound 
Friday, March 9, 2007, 6.30pm 
Auditorium 
Entrance free 

 


