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Art under the sign of freedom

Under the auspices of the Mexican Embassy in Switzerland, the Kunstmuseum Bern is
exhibiting 51 prints and a piece of sculpture which entered the collection in 2012,
They are the generous gift of the Government of Mexico, a token of the longstanding
friendship and excellent cooperation between Mexico and Switzerland. The exhibition
is bringing together works of famous contemporary Mexican and international artists
produced in conjunction with the project “Estampas, Independencia y Revolucion”
(Prints, Independence, and Revolution) initiated in 2010 by the Museo Nacional de la
Estampa of the Instituto Nacional de Bellas Artes in Mexico City.

The project was part of the celebrations for the Mexican Independence bicentenary (1810) and
the Mexican Revolution centenary (1910). The participating artists, who were selected and invit-
ed by an academic committee, address the subject of freedom in their art. Among them are in-
ternationally renowned artists such as Leonora Carrington, Mimmo Paladino, and René Derouin.

Zeroing in on cultural identity

The results are works that adopt controversial, sometimes socio-political, sometimes surrealistic
or abstract responses to the question of the cultural identity of the Mexican people. The prints
were executed in editions limited to 100 in different fine-art printmaking studios in the country.
Half of them were distributed among Mexican institutions, while the remaining prints were do-
nated as gifts to leading public collections all over the world, among them the Kunstmuseum
Bern.

A dive into Mexico’s history

When we are confronted by contemporary Mexican art, it is inevitable that we simultaneously re-
flect on the historic moments that most profoundly impacted Mexico's history, such as when the
country gained independence from Spanish colonial rule in 1810 and when, some 100 years lat-
er, the people revolted against the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz. Since the beginning of the 20th
century the work of many Mexican artists focuses on identity and reflects on such subject matter
as life, death, and freedom. Printmaking has played a leading role especially during the revolu-
tion, as many lithographs and illustrated pamphlets have been produced during this time. The
sheets in the exhibition represent a variety of printmaking techniques. They are largely black-
and-white, ranging from figurative to abstract styles, and frequently reference traditional sym-
bolism. The presentation of the exhibition at the Kunstmuseum Bern has been thematically sub-
divided into the four areas of ‘History’, ‘Figuration’, ‘Surrealism’, and ‘Abstraction’, setting the
framework for visitors to explore Mexico’s history and its contemporary art.

With artworks by: Fernando Aceves Humana (*1969); Franco Aceves Humana (*1965); Per Anderson
(*1946); Mario Benedetti (*1938); Pilar Bordes (*1948); Marisa Boullosa (*1961); Pier Buraglio (¥*1939);
Leonora Carrington (1917-2011); José Antonio Castillo (*1958); Francisco Castro Lefiero (*1954); José
Castro Lefiero (*1953); Patricia Cérdoba (*1973); René Derouin (*1936); Helen Escobedo (1934-2010);
Manuel Felguérez (*1928); Javier Fernandez (*1951); Demian Flores (*1971); Arturo Garcia Bustos (*1926);
Emiliano Gironella (*1972); Roger von Gunten (*1933); Raul Herrera (*1941); Cisco Jiménez (*1969); Joy
Laville (*1923); José Lazcarro Toquero (*¥1941); Nicola Lépez (*1975); Luis Lopez Loza (*1939); Gabriel
Macotela (*1954); Javier Marin (*1962); Rubén Maya (*1964); Mdnica Mayer (*1954); Adolfo Mexiac
Calderdn (*1927); Flor Minor (*¥*1961); Terumi Moriyama (*1969); Guillermo Olguin (*1969); Irma Palacios
(*1943); Mimmo Paladino (*1948); Alejandro Pérez Cruz (*1966); Enrique Pérez Martinez (*1975); Joel
Renddn (*1967); Luis Ricaurte (¥1964); Betsabé Romero (*1963); Rafael Ruiz Moreno (*1969); Alejandro
Santiago (*1964); Ana Santos (*1978); Monica Saucedo (*1966); Raymundo Sesma (*1954); José Martin

Sulaiman (*1958); Eloy Tarcisio (*1955); Roberto Turnbull (*1959); Andrés Vazquez Gloria (*¥1971); Saul
Villa (*1958); Boris Viskin (*1960)
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The Exhibition

Duration: Oct. 23-Dec. 15 2013
Curator: Dr. Valentina Locatelli
Admission fee: CHF 7.00 / reduced CHF 5.00

Accompanying program

Public guided tours Public discussion on Mexi-

Sunday, October 27, 11:00 a.m. can art (in English):

Tuesday, December 10, 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 12: 6:00
p.m.

Kino Kunstmuseum:

Film documentary on Diego Rivera

A Portrait of Diego: The Revolutionary Gaze.
Directors: Gabriel Figueroa Flores and Diego Lopez.

80 minutes, in Spanish and English.

Showings:

Thursday, November 21, 6:00 p.m. — with Figueroa Flores
present

Saturday, November 23, 4:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 1, 11:30 a.m.

For more detailed information: www.kinokunstmuseum.ch

The speakers are Milena Oehy,
academic associate at SIK ZU-
rich, Patricia Cordoba, artist,
and Dr. Valentina Locatelli,
curator.
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